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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
The period between 2018 and 2020 was filled with unexpected developments and new challenges

as well as big milestones for ENoK. During this time, we have housed 9 North Korean defectors and
worked with 3 more remotely. The year 2018-2019, in particular, saw frequent movements in and out of
Empower House while 2019-2020 saw few.

In September 2019, ENoK closed the deal to purchase the Empower House unit that we have been
renting for the previous five years. We began planning for this purchase a couple of years after Empower
House was first launched in 2014. During these years, we gradually expanded our reserve, and the effort
gained momentum in 2018 as we focused more on fundraising. With sufficient reserve secured, we began
the purchase process in late spring of 2019. Being a small nonprofit looking to purchase a residential unit,
we faced some obstacles in finding a suitable mortgage lender, but after about five months of inspections,
negotiations, and repairs to comply with the local rules and many thanks to guidance by the brother of the
Chair of our Board, the Empower House facility finally became our very own property! This was a big
milestone for our group because no longer do we have to burn half of the support from our generous
donors in rent payments. Rather, we are now able to turn that support into an investment.

The year 2020, just as it has been for the entire world, has been a very different year for ENoK as
well. First of all, in the beginning of this year, we welcomed three North Korean defectors from South
Korea. Before this year, we had only worked with those who resettled in the U.S. The three defectors
flew in from South Korea while the COVID-19 crisis was largely confined to China, and they were
planning on spending about half a year in Chicago at Empower House to learn English and experience the
life in America. However, with the pandemic spreading and cases rising exponentially in the U.S., all our
programming had to transition online, and we had to put a stop in our attempt to extend their visa and cut
their time short. This was especially unfortunate because the three defectors had to have made many
arrangements to make their time in Chicago possible beforehand, and they had to spend half of their stay
strictly indoors, unable to explore the city and experience America.

After the departure of the three defectors back to South Korea in early May, Empower House has
remained closed, except for our new in-house supervisor currently acting as a caretaker of the house. We
continue to work with 7 North Korean defectors online now, and we are hoping to reopen our Empower
House and welcome new defectors as the new year 2021 begins.

Yours Sincerely,

Andrew Hong
Executive Director
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EMPOWER HOUSE STUDENTS (2018-2019)

Year 2018-2019 mainly saw six students partake in the Empower House program. One of them joined as a
full-time student before transitioning to part-time. Three of them were full-time students the whole year.
One of them started as a part-time student before joining us full-time. The remaining student was a part-
time student throughout the whole year.

Name* Gender Age 
Range

Province of 
Origin in 

NK

# Years 
Since First 
Entering 
the U.S.^

Region of First 
Resettlement 

in the U.S.

Industry of Prior 
Employment 

Before Joining EH

What s/he 
studied in 2018-

19
In 2019-20

Student 
1

Female 31-34 Hamgyong 8 Midwest Restaurant Passed one of 
the GED1 exams

Started work 
outside EH

Student 
2

Female 26-30 Ryanggang 9 West Coast Restaurant Passed two of 
the GED exams

Started work 
outside EH

Student 
3 Male 21-25 Hamgyong 5 East Coast Restaurant Passed one of 

the GED exams
Started work 
outside EH

Student 
4

Female 21-25 Hamgyong 5 Midwest Student (Minor) Schoolwork 
Support

Continued 
college

Student 
5

Female 26-30 Hamgyong 2 Midwest Restaurant Prepared for 
college

Started college

Student
6

Female 51-55 Hamgyong 8 Midwest Beautician ESL2 Started work 
outside EH

* Names not disclosed for the security of students and their families.
^  As of August 2020.
1 General Education Development (High School Diploma Equivalency Exam)
2 English as second Language 
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EMPOWER HOUSE STUDENTS (2020)
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I began studying English with the hope of helping more people 
understand North Korea.  At first, I and two other girls planned 
to stay in America for six months when we first went to Chicago.  

We lived near the University of Chicago campus and learned 
from many volunteers who taught us in libraries and nearby 
cafes.  We worked on grammar, conversations, vocabulary, and 
reading skills.  When March came, however, because of COVID-
19, we had to change all of our lessons to online sessions.

In a way, it was unfortunate that we could not explore downtown 
or go outside much at all because of coronavirus.  However, in 
exchange, we got to spend more time talking with and learning 
about each other. 

- J

The following messages are from the three North Korean defectors that joined us 
during the winter and spring of 2020 from South Korea.  Their words were 
originally in Korean and have been translated into English by ENoK staff.



EMPOWER HOUSE STUDENTS (2020)
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When I was leaving for Chicago to join ENoK, the circumstances were not good.  I lacked 
rudimentary knowledge of English and barely had any money to buy the flight ticket.  
Against so many people’s advice against it, I decided to leave for Chicago because I 
yearned to learn more.  I thought I had given up so much in order to make this possible.  
But now that I have finished my time in Chicago and come back to South Korea, I realize 
that I have gained so much more than I have lost because of my time in Chicago.  It opened 
my eyes to new things and broadened my perspective.  

I am not sure how others study, but I believe teachers and the study environment are 
important as one can only achieve so much on her own.  What I realized during this 
program is that a strict teacher, who is willing to speak the truth with a genuine interest in 
my learning and who is unyielding in terms of academic expectations, is crucial for 
someone like me, a North Korean wanting to start studying at this rather late stage.

I cannot tell how much my English has improved, but people around me keep telling me 
that I have improved a lot, so I would like to believe them J

During the three months I learned from the wonderful teachers, I believe I also learned the 
wonderful character that my teachers exemplified for me.  Before leaving for Chicago, I felt 
as though the universe was conspiring against me.  Through my time at the program, 
however, I was able to think more deeply about my life forward and gain the courage to try 
new things.  I seem to have rambled a bit, but I just cannot express how great this program 
was, so I feel a bit overwhelmed now J

I would like to say that should anybody participate in this program, one can feel assured 
that he or she will at least not regret.  I can guarantee that even if you think you are a bit 
slow in learning, you will come out of the program with greater confidence in your 
abilities, dreams and passion. 

- A



EMPOWER HOUSE STUDENTS (2020)
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Unforgettable Three Months at ENoK

I want to cherish each day I spent at ENoK where I first started to enjoy learning English.  

I decided to go to Chicago because I wanted to overcome my fear of learning English.  I simply wanted to 
overcome this fear and begin to enjoy learning English.  

It was not an easy process for me to clear my plan to make this trip possible.  There was also a lot of advice 
from others against this trip, but I was determined and finally got on the flight bound for America. 

A few minutes after the arrival at the airport, someone came to pick us up.  I had no idea that he was going to 
be one of the teachers.  For he looked so young, so I thought he was simply taking us to our living quarters.  
But everything was beyond my imagination.

Chicago was very cold.  The first day, the director of the program gave us a ton of vocabulary to memorize.  I 
was dumbstruck by the sheer amount.  Nonetheless, I studied hard, and I have no regrets.  I am still amazed 
that I was able to memorize 60 vocabulary words each day…

When I think about my days back in Chicago, each day was spent so productively.  

When I heard about the reason this program was started, the reason some teachers and volunteers began to 
help people like us, I could not stop crying.  I don’t think I had ever cried that much before.  I cried for four 
days straight, to the point that my eyes became swollen.  My heart was touched like no other time.  I also 
couldn’t help but feel sorry.  

I am crying again as I write this message.  I continue to cry without stopping whenever I think about that 
time…

I will never forget the people I met through ENoK.  I am incredibly grateful.  I am not sure how I can ever 
express my gratitude fully.

I wrote a few journal entries while I was at ENoK.  When I open the journal again back here in South Korea, 
there was just one theme.  Gratitude.  

God showed His love through the people at ENoK.  More accurately, I could feel God’s love through the 
people serving at ENoK.

Every day, I thanked God, “Thank you for sending me great mentors.”

Through my time at ENoK, I was able to improve my English and start to enjoy learning English.  So much 
more than I had ever expected…

- E



CURRICULUM

There are three main curriculum tracks at Empower House: ESL, GED, and College Preparation.

English as a Second Language:

During the ESL stage, students concentrate on laying the foundations by focusing heavily on English
grammar and vocabulary. North Korean refugees tend to have better conversational skills in English
compared to Korean international students or other first-generation Korean immigrants, as they pick up
English in their workplaces. On the other hand, due to the lack of consistent formal training in English,
they tend to be less proficient in grammar and vocabulary compared to international students and other
first-generation immigrants.

An ESL program at Empower House can look something like the following:

Fall 2017 Winter 2018 Spring 2018

Grammar

Book Title Basic English Grammar Fundamentals of English Grammar Understanding and Using English 
Grammar

Author Betty Schrampfer Azar Betty Schrampfer Azar Betty Schrampfer Azar

Publisher Longman Longman Longman

Level Basic Intermediate Advanced

Vocabulary

Book Title New Oxford Picture Dictionary 
(NOPD) 능률 Voca 테마 (THEME) 능률 Voca 어원 (ROOT)

Author E.C. Parnwell & Ray Burns 이찬승 이찬승

Publisher Oxford 능률영어사 능률영어사

Description

Words in this book cover 
vocabulary that American 

children pick up as they grow up 
in an English-speaking family, but 

that are often neglected when 
foreigners try to learn English as 

a second language; examples 
include “banister,” “manhole,” 

“coaster,” “bib,” and “curb.”

This is the first book in the 능률
Voca series, which cover words that 

are more academic than those in 
NOPD, but most of which any adult 

native English speakers should 
know; one must know the words 
covered in this series in order to 

pursue any studies in English; words 
in this book are grouped by subject 

matter; examples include 
“industrial,” “environment,” and 

“desire”; Korean translations of the 
words are listed next to the vocabs.

This book is the second in the 능률
Voca series; words in this book are 

grouped by prefix and suffix; 
examples include “predict” and 

“telegraph”; Korean translations of 
the words are listed next to the 

vocabs.
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In addition to learning from books, students at Empower House are 
required to speak in English at all times.  The only time they are allowed 
to speak Korean is when they are talking with someone unrelated to the 
program. 



General Education Development:

The most common step after the ESL program is to start preparing for the GED exam. At this stage, the
focus shifts from English to other subjects, although the students continue to work on their English through
reading textbook and writing assignments.

One of the greatest challenges for many of the North Korean refugee students is learning mathematics as
many of them had missed the chance to learn mathematics in school during the process of their escape
from North Korea. The typical level of mathematics they join Empower House with is that of the fourth
grade.

The refugee students also start learning about U.S. history and culture to familiarize themselves with the
topics handled in a typical GED exam. They also start learning the main concepts of the scientific method
and the basics of Earth Science, Biological Science, and Physical Science. In learning science, expanding
their scientific vocabulary poses the greatest challenge for the students.

College Preparation:

Lastly, after receiving the equivalent of a high school diploma, the North Korean refugee students start
preparing their college applications. During this process, they begin reading complex pieces, including
editorials and other news articles included in the opinion sections of the New York Times and the Wall
Street Journal. They also begin to work on more difficult vocabulary to prepare for standardized tests
necessary for college applications such as the SAT and ACT and work on more advanced mathematical
concepts. Finally, they are oriented in college application process and begin college counseling sessions
with ENoK staff well-versed in the process.

Generally, in late afternoons on Fridays, students take weekly quizzes, the passing grade for which is 90
percent. The passing threshold is set high to ensure that the students have truly grasped the materials
covered during the week, since the pace at which the curriculum is designed to proceed is exceptionally
fast. If the students fail to pass the 90 percent mark, their schedules are adjusted so that they can work
more on the materials covered during the week before.

Also, every volunteer teacher who meets with the students evaluates their level of effort for each session
based on the following grading scheme--“E” for excellent, “S” for satisfactory, and “U” for unsatisfactory.
If a student receives three “U”s in one term, after consultation with the student’s teachers, he or she may be
asked to leave the program to ensure that the refugee students are making the most out of the opportunities
provided through Empower House.
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TYPICAL DAY AT EMPOWER HOUSE

The following figure shows the template schedule of October 2018. Each student’s schedule has
each date filled with assignments specific to him or her. The students are required to finish each
day’s assignments, and the work is reviewed during the daily lessons with volunteer teachers.

October 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Campus Tour

4
Chicago Downtown 
Tour

5
House Meeting

6
Meet & Greet 
(w/ Volunteers)

7 8
Fall term begins
•BG1 Ch1-2,   Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD2 pg1-13

9

•BG Ch3-4,     Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg14-26

10

•BG Ch5-6,     Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg27-39

11

•BG Ch7-8,     Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg40-52

12

Quiz (>90% to pass)*
•BG Ch1-8
•NOPD pg1-52

13

14 15
Week 1 repeat

16
Week 1 repeat

17
Week 1 repeat

18
Week 1 repeat

19
Week 1 repeat

20

21 22
•BG Ch9,        Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg53-59

23
•BG Ch10,      Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg60-66

24
•BG Ch11,      Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg67-73

25
•BG Ch12,      Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg74-79

26
Quiz (>90% to pass)
•BG Ch9-12
•NOPD pg53-79

27

28 29
•BG Ch13,      Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg53-59

30
•BG Ch14,      Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg53-59

31
•BG Ch15,      Irreg. 
Verbs
•NOPD pg53-59
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** The following page shows a template for a student’s weekly schedule

Every weekday, students meet with one or more volunteer teachers for a 1.5-hour one-on-one
tutoring session(s) in a location convenient for both the volunteer and the student. During these
sessions, volunteer teachers go over the students’ assignments and introduce new materials.
Typically Saturdays are reserved for extracurricular and cultural activities.

1 Basic Grammar
2 New Oxford Picture Dictionary
* Score of 90% or higher is needed to pass for each section



The table below shows the template for a student’s weekly schedule.
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Note: Students have the option to use their study hours for additional activities.

Time Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7:00 AM

Free Time

Wake-up Wake-up Wake-up Wake-up Wake-up

Free Time

7:00-7:30 AM Wash-up Wash-up Wash-up Wash-up Wash-up
7:30-8:00 AM
8:00-8:30 AM Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast
8:30-9:00 AM
9:00-9:30 AM

A A A A A9:30-10:00 AM
10:00-10:30 AM
10:30-11:00 AM Break Break Break Break Break

11:00-11:30 AM
B B B B B11:30 AM -12:00 PM

12:00-12:30 PM
12:30-1:00 PM Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
1:00-1:30 PM
1:30-2:00 PM

C C C C C2:00-2:30 PM
2:30-3:00 PM
3:00-3:30 PM Break Break Break Break Break

3:30-4:00 PM
D D D D D4:00-4:30 PM

4:30-5:00 PM
5:00-5:30 PM Break Break Break Break Break

5:30-6:00 PM
E E E E Quiz6:00-6:30 PM

6:30-7:00 PM
7:00-7:30 PM Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner

Free Time

7:30-8:00 PM
8:00-8:30 PM Clean

F F F F8:30-9:00 PM
9:00-9:30 PM House Meeting

9:30-10:00 PM Free Time Free Time Free Time Free Time Free Time 

10:00-10:30 PM Wash-up Wash-up Wash-up Wash-up Wash-up

10:30-11:00 PM Quiet Time Quiet Time Quiet Time Quiet Time Quiet Time

11:00-11:30 PM

Sleep Sleep Sleep Sleep Sleep

11:30 PM -12:00 AM
12:00-12:30 AM
12:30-1:00 AM
1:00-1:30 AM
1:30-2:00 AM
2:00-2:30 AM
2:30-3:00 AM
3:00-3:30 AM
3:30-4:00 AM
4:00-4:30 AM
4:30-5:00 AM
5:00-5:30 AM
5:30-6:00 AM
6:00-6:30 AM
6:30-7:00 AM

WEEKLY SCHEDULE



STUDENT LIFE

Rooms
Currently, Empower House is located in Hyde Park near the University of Chicago campus. The
rental property where the refugees and in-house directors live has three rooms and two
bathrooms. In 2018-2019, one full-time female student used the master bedroom (later joined by
a new full-time female student), and the second full-time female student by her choice lived in
the makeshift room set up in the living room. The full-time male student lived in the smaller
room adjacent to the master bedroom. The aforesaid two rooms are separated from the rest of the
unit by a door and small hallway, which is also connected to the master bathroom, the designated
women’s bathroom. The male student shared the guest bathroom with the male in-house
director/supervisor, who used the guest bedroom adjacent to the designated men’s bathroom. The
remaining two female North Korean refugee students, who joined Empower House on a part-time
basis, had staggered schedules to allow them to spend a couple of nights at Empower Housing
using a bunk-bed inside the master bedroom. In 2019-2020, two younger female students used the
master bedroom together while the older student used the smaller adjacent room.

Chores
Each resident at Empower House, including both the supervisor and students, is assigned chores,
rotating every quarter. The chores include dishwashing, cooking dinner, vacuuming and mopping
the common area, cleaning the bathrooms, weekly groceries, and taking out trash.

Meals
The residents cook and eat meals at their preferred times. Every other Saturday, volunteers
(Thank you, L. Kim, P. Kwon, S. Cho, and J. Moon!) deliver groceries from local vendors and
national retail markets.

12



EMPOWER HOUSE GRADUATE WEDS A 
FORMER VOLUNTEER!
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It still feels a bit surreal that I am a married man. It’s already been ten months! My 
wife and I began dating early last year, but the journey to our wedding happened 
*so* *much* faster than we had imagined. We got to know each other through ENoK, 
after she enrolled in the Empower house program in 2014 and built our friendship –
slowly but surely – on authentic conversations and squash workouts. I found that we 
have shared experiences and worldviews that made it easy to feel connected with 
each other. She came to be a close friend and confidant as I struggled with my 
identities, work, difficult life questions, and everything else. I admired her for the wise 
woman that she is, always giving fresh perspectives and positive energy.

Our wedding happened last November in Fort Lee, New Jersey, where I spent most of 
my childhood. We had a small wedding with family, mentors, and a few close friends. 
We planned the wedding in just two months! It was super hectic, but we pulled it off. 
(And also, thank goodness we made it happen last year just before the pandemic) My 
wife's adoptive parents flew in from South Korea and blessed our union, which we 
were most grateful for. Several of our friends came from places as far as UAE and 
UK,, and many friends sent in beautiful letters and messages in lieu of attendance. 

We’ve settled in and grown a lot as a couple after our wedding. A pandemic 
happened, followed by a lockdown, and then we were almost forced to spend so 
much time together in a confined space that is our studio apartment in Chicago. For 
some couples, it’s not the best thing in the world to lose individual space, but for us, 
it gave us a time to understand and love each other more deeply. We still go through 
the normal ups and downs of life as husband and wife, but after every challenge we 
feel more bonded and our commitment renewed – that’s how we know we’ve been 
made for each other. We’re happy to report that we're living a fulfilling married life.

My wife recently graduated from McCormick Theological Seminary and myself from 
the University of Chicago. This season of graduation meant a lot to us especially 
because it was my wife’s first graduation, ever. Even though the ceremonies were 
virtual, it was a truly special moment. My wife is extremely grateful to everyone who 
has helped her to be here today. At McCormick, she found a community of 
international students she loves and now works as a program assistant to a 
professor there. I found my next job at the University of Chicago so we will be here in 
Chicago, for the foreseeable future.



2018 – 2020 FINANCIALS

Between September 2018 and August 2019 (FY2019), ENoK had a total expenditure of
$90,225,64. Between September 2019 and August 2020 (FY2020), ENoK’s total expenditure
was $37,662.36. The 60 percent decrease in expenditure is largely due to the expenses incurred
per the property purchase that took place in 2019. It is important to note that 60 percent* of the
housing expenses in FY2020 are mortgage payments—in other words, payments for the debts
incurred in 2019, which are detailed at the bottom of this section.

The table below summarizes ENoK’s past 2-year expenditures by category. A more detailed table
can be found at the end of this report in the Appendix.
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Fiscal Year FY2019 FY2020 19-20 % Change FY2019 FY2020
Empower House Total $28,602.68 $28,783.33 0.63% 31.70% 76.42%

Housing $16,830.00 $19,482.82 15.76% 18.65% 51.73%
Utilities $3,344.11 $3,328.27 -0.47% 3.71% 8.84%

Food $5,556.18 $2,704.94 -51.32% 6.16% 7.18%
Phone Bills $1,342.05 3.56%

Academic Program $714.60 $737.12 3.15% 0.79% 1.96%
Transportation $1,139.23 $622.72 -45.34% 1.26% 1.65%

Extra-Curricular Program $325.00 $270.00 -16.92% 0.36% 0.72%
House Supplies $217.52 $222.41 2.25% 0.24% 0.59%

Cultural & Recreational Activities $476.04 $73.00 -84.67% 0.53% 0.19%
Others Total $61,622.96 $8,879.03 -85.59% 68.30% 23.58%

Other (e.g. defector debt relief) $434.56 $3,475.76 699.83% 0.48% 9.23%
Condo Repair Expenses $3,725.33 9.89%

Administrative $266.14 $1,323.54 397.31% 0.29% 3.51%
Publicity/Promotion $232.51 $354.40 52.42% 0.26% 0.94%

Property Purchase (includes closing fees) $54,064.27 59.92%
Event $6,625.48 7.34%

Grand Total $90,225.64 $37,662.36 -58.26% 100.00% 100.00%

* See APPEDIX

Sales Price $209,000.00
Total Amount Borrowed $164,800.00
Interest Rate (15 yr.) 3.375%
Monthly Payment $1,168.04
Monthly Escrow (for Taxes** and Insurance) $303.79

Mortgage
** Registration with the 
county still pending for 
tax-exemption



Revenue
Year Amount ($)

FY2017 55,329.07

FY2018 53,218.00

FY2019 83,227.42

FY2020 38,282.90 *

FY2020 Monthly average 3,190.24

Revenue Sources
Source 2020 Amount ($) 2020 Share (%) 2019 Amount ($) 2019 Share (%)

Individual Donors 33,991.29 88.79 70,403.92 84.59

From other organizations 4,291.61 11.21 12,823.50 15.41

Total 38,282.90 100.00 83,227.42 100.00
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The following figures and tables summarize ENoK’s income between 
September 2018 and August, 2020 (FY2019/FY2020). 

* Excludes mortgage borrowing 

Special thanks to H. Yoon for her fundraising efforts!

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/support-lena-and-enok?fbclid=IwAR12DXyxnlpfEwptD-g1_bTVDNL1vJtuUmTq-i1m3PVtkC6zqU4EbgOkVAg


2018 – 2020 STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

The Empower House model is feasible because of the services provided by our dedicated staff and
volunteers.

Between 2018 and 2020, we had a total of 71 volunteers who taught, organized and supervised
extracurricular activities, and lent other services to our North Korean refugee friends at Empower House.
Empower House’s vicinity to the University of Chicago campus allows for easy access to the rich pool of
volunteers and convenience for both the volunteers and students for their lessons and activities. The names
(initials for first names for security and privacy concerns) of these devoted individuals are listed below.
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Volunteer List

A. Bertodano
A. Eller
A. Keahey
A. Leland
A. Schutt
B. Bosco
B. Jiang
B. Kim
B. Rogers
C. An
C. Hogan
C. Kim
C. McHugh
C. Saroza
C. Shin
D. Oh
D. Sanchez
D. Zheng
E. Hao
E. Ryu
F. Kim
G. Kim
G. Koones
G. Park
H. Kim
H. Kuyper
H. Park
I. Arora
J. Choe
J. Hur
J. Kiselik
J. Lee
J. Lim
J. Moon
J. Park
J. Suk

J. Yeo
K. Joo
K. Luo
L. Cole
L. Ehlers
L. Kim
M. Baker
M. Chang
M. Reyes
M. Tijerina
M. Wu
M. Zakrajsek
N. Choe
N. Ok
O. Hwang
P. Choi
P. Kwon
R. Park
S. Ahn
S. Cho
S. Choe
S. Kwon
S. Lee
S. Liu
S. Yoo
T. Hogan
T. Kang
T. Leon
T. Shen
Y. Hah
Y. Jang
Y. Jeong
Y. Kim
Y. Um
Z. Tian

55%

45%

Korean Non-Korean

87%

13%

UChicago Affiliate Non-UChicago Affiliate



DONORS

It is only with the generous help of our supporters that ENoK is able to provide services to our North
Korean refugee friends. This is especially true for our latest accomplishment in purchasing our own
Empower House. ENoK appreciates donors of all levels and especially wants to acknowledge those who
supported our cause to an exceptional degree these past two years.

Become an EMPOWERMENT ally, advocate, or achiever NOW!!!

EMPOWERMENT ACHIEVER – $500 AND ABOVE

A. Ahn
A. Park
B. Shin

D. & S. Rogers
D. Chang

D. Ku
D. Park
E. Aum
E. Kwon
G. Seo

H. Lim
H. Park
J. Oh

M. Kim
P. Bhakta
R. Bogue
T. Barker

Y. Bae
Y. Koo
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EMPOWERMENT ADVOCATE – $200 AND ABOVE

A. Chung
B. Yoo
C. Jun

D. Hong
D. Kwak

H. Im
H. Lee
H. Lim
H. Park
H. Yoon

I. Lee
J. Kim
L. Lee

M. Jyun
M. Lee
S. Liu

S. Yoon
T. Eum

T. Kushiro
Y. Im
Y. Lee
Y. Lee
Y. Lim
C. Park

Y. Moon

https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=EsvYDIQoDff4wXDD3J90qD4n5pNDC7CqrRC2LKExuZzFKu4II6iqjDUxJ9q&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d6cdb53fcfca2b5941339e576d7e42259


PARTNERING AND SPONSORING 
ORGANIZATIONS

In addition to the exceptional individual donors listed above, ENoK would like to thank the following
groups for volunteering their time, effort, and resources to help ENoK provide for the North Korean
refugee students at Empower House.

Ann Arbor Hope Church

Ann Arbor Korean United Methodist Church

Chicago Korean Mission Council

Chicago Nanoom Church

Eclectica Antiques & Collectibles

Galilee Korean United Methodist Church

Geneva United Methodist Church

Hyde Park Korean United Methodist Church

Jesus Love Korean Church

Jubilee Chicago

Korean-American Citizens League of New England

Korean Central United Methodist Church

Korean-Chinese Church of Chicago

Korean Church of Boston

Milal Mission Fund

New Lords Church

Skokie Korean Church

Wesleyan University North Korean Refugee Project
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JOIN OUR EFFORTS

Individuals. Individuals can join our efforts by making a gift to support our programs. Particularly,
$8,000 supports one full year of study at Empower House for one North Korean refugee. To give, please
refer to our “Donate” webpage.

If you live in Chicago area, also consider volunteering 1.5 hours weekly to teach English, math, science,
and/or history to our devoted North Korean refugee students.

Groups. As mentioned above, our partnering and sponsoring organizations have provided us with
valuable services through their financial support and in-kind donations. Korean groceries and house
supplies are always greatly appreciated.

Contact: admin@enok.org
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http://enok.org/donate-3
mailto:admin@enok.org
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APPENDIX: Detailed Expense Sheet

Category Amount Sub-Category Share Total Share

Fiscal Year FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 17-18 % 
Change

18-19 % 
Change

19-20 % 
Change FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020

Empower House Total $33,600.49 $25,845.87 $28,602.68 $28,783.33 -23.08% 10.67% 0.63% 87.53% 86.76% 31.70% 76.42%
Housing $18,360.00 $13,770.00 $16,830.00 $19,482.82 -25.00% 22.22% 15.76% 47.83% 46.22% 18.65% 51.73%

Mortgage $11,680.40 59.95% 31.01%
Escrow (Taxes and 

Insurance) $3,793.90 19.47% 10.07%

Association Fees $2,478.52 12.72% 6.58%
Rent $18,360.00 $13,770.00 $16,830.00 $1,530.00 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 7.85% 47.83% 46.22% 18.65% 4.06%

Utilities $3,276.99 $3,140.53 $3,344.11 $3,328.27 -4.16% 6.48% -0.47% 8.54% 10.54% 3.71% 8.84%
Comcast (AT&T in 

FY2015) $990.44 $1,087.47 $1,188.73 $1,525.59 9.80% 9.31% 28.34% 30.22% 34.63% 35.55% 45.84% 2.58% 3.65% 1.32% 4.05%

People's Gas $801.60 $929.32 $1,095.42 $809.79 15.93% 17.87% -26.07% 24.46% 29.59% 32.76% 24.33% 2.09% 3.12% 1.21% 2.15%
ComEd $1,328.11 $949.46 $723.64 $783.73 -28.51% -23.78% 8.30% 40.53% 30.23% 21.64% 23.55% 3.46% 3.19% 0.80% 2.08%

Streaming Service $156.84 $174.28 $336.32 $209.16 11.12% 92.98% -37.81% 4.79% 5.55% 10.06% 6.28% 0.41% 0.59% 0.37% 0.56%
Food $4,986.46 $4,121.82 $5,556.18 $2,704.94 -17.34% 34.80% -51.32% 12.99% 13.84% 6.16% 7.18%

Groceries $4,735.91 $3,764.45 $3,878.71 $2,084.05 -20.51% 3.04% -46.27% 94.98% 91.33% 69.81% 77.05% 12.34% 12.64% 4.30% 5.53%
Meals with Volunteers $165.75 $115.64 $1,075.36 $357.62 -30.23% 829.92% -66.74% 3.32% 2.81% 19.35% 13.22% 0.43% 0.39% 1.19% 0.95%

Others $79.19 $135.48 $295.83 $239.93 71.08% 118.36% -18.90% 1.59% 3.29% 5.32% 8.87% 0.21% 0.45% 0.33% 0.64%
Special Occasions (e.g. 

birthday) $5.61 $106.25 $306.28 $23.34 1793.94% 188.26% -92.38% 0.11% 2.58% 5.51% 0.86% 0.01% 0.36% 0.34% 0.06%

Phone Bills $1,342.05 3.56%
Academic Program $208.73 $205.10 $714.60 $737.12 -1.74% 248.42% 3.15% 0.54% 0.69% 0.79% 1.96%

Textbooks $172.91 $158.61 $501.24 $565.17 -8.27% 216.02% 12.75% 82.84% 77.33% 70.14% 76.67% 0.45% 0.53% 0.56% 1.50%
Other (Office Supplies, 
Microsoft Office Suite, 

etc.)
$25.82 $10.49 $159.36 $95.95 -59.37% 1419.16% -39.79% 12.37% 5.11% 22.30% 13.02% 0.07% 0.04% 0.18% 0.25%

Test Registrations $10.00 $36.00 $54.00 $76.00 260.00% 50.00% 40.74% 4.79% 17.55% 7.56% 10.31% 0.03% 0.12% 0.06% 0.20%
Transportation $1,230.37 $1,160.09 $1,139.23 $622.72 -5.71% -1.80% -45.34% 3.21% 3.89% 1.26% 1.65%

Zipcar $298.40 $229.12 $649.90 $520.61 -23.22% 183.65% -19.89% 24.25% 19.75% 57.05% 83.60% 0.78% 0.77% 0.72% 1.38%
Car-Sharing (i.e. Uber & 

Lyft) $767.27 $583.65 $358.45 $91.21 -23.93% -38.58% -74.55% 62.36% 50.31% 31.46% 14.65% 2.00% 1.96% 0.40% 0.24%

Parking $11.00 $32.00 $6.00 -81.25% 0.89% 2.81% 0.96% 0.03% 0.04% 0.02%
Toll $16.05 $1.50 $4.90 226.67% 1.38% 0.13% 0.79% 0.05% 0.01%

Car Repair $60.00 5.27% 0.07%
Gas $84.71 $21.24 $31.13 -74.93% 46.56% 6.88% 1.83% 2.73% 0.22% 0.07% 0.03%

Others (Moving fees, 
License plate, etc.) $68.99 $310.03 $6.25 349.38% -97.98% 5.61% 26.72% 0.55% 0.18% 1.04% 0.01%

Extra-Curricular 
Program $111.00 $2,000.00 $325.00 $270.00 -16.92% 0.29% 6.71% 0.36% 0.72%

Fitness Center Fees $105.00 $45.00 $270.00 500.00% 94.59% 13.85% 100.00% 0.27% 0.05% 0.72%
Music (e.g. violin rental, 

piano book) $6.00 $280.00 5.41% 86.15% 0.02% 0.31%

Other $2,000.00 100.00% 6.71%
Cultural & Recreational 
Activities $2,883.41 $46.20 $476.04 $73.00 -98.40% 930.39% -84.67% 7.51% 0.16% 0.53% 0.19%

House Supplies $463.98 $625.56 $217.52 $222.41 34.82% -65.23% 2.25% 1.21% 2.10% 0.24% 0.59%
Toiletries $101.59 $75.56 $125.12 $177.79 -25.62% 65.59% 42.10% 21.90% 12.08% 57.52% 79.94% 0.26% 0.25% 0.14% 0.47%

Cleaning Supplies $84.78 $78.68 $44.62 -43.29% 18.27% 36.17% 20.06% 0.22% 0.09% 0.12%
Pest Control $200.00 $7.82 -96.09% 31.97% 3.60% 0.67% 0.01%

Kitchen Supplies $6.79 $5.90 1.46% 2.71% 0.02% 0.01%
Heater Fix $200.00 31.97% 0.67%

Laundry Machine Fix $150.00 23.98% 0.50%
Furniture $182.05 39.24% 0.47%

Female Hygiene $88.77 19.13% 0.23%
Medications $379.55 $26.57 -93.00% 0.99% 0.09%
Monthly Allowance $1,700.00 $750.00 -55.88% 4.43% 2.52%
Others Total $4,785.19 $3,944.38 $61,622.96 $8,879.03 -17.57% 1462.30% -85.59% 12.47% 13.24% 68.30% 23.58%

Other (e.g. defector debt 
relief) $405.77 $150.00 $434.56 $3,475.76 -63.03% 189.71% 699.83% 8.48% 3.80% 0.71% 39.15% 1.06% 0.50% 0.48% 9.23%

Administrative $49.44 $60.11 $266.14 $1,323.54 21.58% 342.75% 397.31% 1.03% 1.52% 0.43% 14.91% 0.13% 0.20% 0.29% 3.51%
Condo Repair Expenses $3,725.33 41.96% 9.89%

Publicity/Promotion $607.42 $1,531.65 $232.51 $354.40 152.16% -84.82% 52.42% 12.69% 38.83% 0.38% 3.99% 1.58% 5.14% 0.26% 0.94%
Property Purchase 

(includes closing fees) $54,064.27 87.73% 59.92%

Event $2,272.56 $2,202.62 $6,625.48 -3.08% 200.80% 47.49% 55.84% 10.75% 5.92% 7.39% 7.34%
Document filing service 

fees for North Korean 
refugees

$1,450.00 30.30% 3.78%

Grand Total $38,385.68 $29,790.25 $90,225.64 $37,662.36 -22.39% 202.87% -58.26% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%


